
Cognac, the favorite potion of royalty and rappers, is 

incredibly regulated, and many requirements have to 

be ticked off before you can call a Cognac – Cognac. 



Here’s a handy cheat sheet for whenever Cognac 

comes up in a conversation.



Drink responsibly
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Frérot Extra is made from at 
least 90% Ugni Blanc grapes, 
which makes it a “true cru” 
cognac.


(Very Special)

(Very Special Old Pale)

(extra old)

The youngest Cognac in the blend 
is at least two years old

The youngest Cognac in the blend  
has to be at least four years old.

The youngest Cognac in the blend  

has to be at least six years old.

Frérot Extra is Hors d'âge, 

since its Eau-de-vies spent 

between 30 and 50 years 

slowly maturing in oak 

barrels.

Frérot Extra is 100% Grande 

Champagne – the Premier Cru.





Frérot Extra has been produced by the 

6th generation of cognac distillers.

Folle Blanche, Colombard

and other rare grapes
Grande Champagne

Petite Champagne
Borderies
Fins Bois
Bons Bois

Bois Ordinaires

 in Charentais copper alembic stills, which produce small batches of  colorless and aromatic Eau-de-vie of  around

Crus

aGING

GRAPES

DISTILLATION
DOUBLE DISTILLED

70% ABV

UGNI BLANC

VS

VSOP

XO

Only 3% of Cognac is sold in France. Almost all of it is exported, mostly to the United States, Singapore, and China.

 Cognac had its Dark Ages, too. In the 1870s, insects 

wreaked havoc in French vineyards, prompting the 

Italians and Germans to flood the market with fake 

Cognac. It took the industry almost seven decades 

to recover.

A portion of Eau-de-vie evaporates during the maturation, poetically known as ‘the angel’s share’. The percentage is around 2% of total inventory, which amounts to 22 million bottles per year.

The priciest Cognac so far is 1858 Cuvée 
Léonie, which was bought for almost 
$157.000 in 2011 at an auction in 
Shanghai. The Cognac-making region is four times 

bigger than the Napa Valley

The words ‘Hennessy’ and ‘Cognac’ 

appear in over a thousand rap songs 

by artists such as Notorious BIG, 2Pac, 

Dr. Dre, Nas, and Kanye West.

cognacWhat makes
so


